CHAPTBR FIVE

PARTIES AND
CONTENDING INTERESTS

THE national parties in Canada have been large combinations
of the diverse and significant groups within the community,
marshalled and directed by the familiar methods of group
diplomacy; their growth since 1867 reveals the varied currents
of opinion and attitude within Canadian democracy on the
crucial issues of national development.
In 1867 Canada was mainly an agrarian and small com-
mercial state, wherein the principal social elements were the
farmers and farm workers (about 50 per cent of the gainfully
employed were in agriculture), the skilled and casual labour-
ers, urban traders, contractors, bankers, and manufacturers.
Farmers were numerous and influential in all significant
political associations, but did not constitute a distinct bloc,
with  clearly  defined  and  agreed   aims.    In  the   English-
speaking portion of the country their pressure was usually
exerted towards that type of reformism which in the nine-
teenth century characterized the frontier and agrarian society
of North America.    Labour was ill-organized, without ca-
pacity or ambition for direct political action.    The leading
manufacturers, contractors, and financiers, were potent in
politics because they could broadly agree upon the goals of
public works and material expansion and were adept in the
devious arts of lobbying.    Apart from cleavages according
to social class and material interest, the community was
divided into religious and racial groups, which were always
alert to the implications of political  action.    In  Quebec
especially these groupings expressed themselves in align-
ments, shaped then and since by circumstances different
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